To: Buchanan_Davis@flake.senate.goviBuchanan_Davis@flake.senate.gov};
chandler_morse@flake.senate.gov[chandler_morse@flake.senate.gov}; Chelsea
Lett{chelsea_lett@flake.senate.gov]; Clint Chandler[clint_chandler@flake.senate.gov}; Jason
Samuels[jason_samuels@flake.senate.govl;
julie_katsel@flake.senate.govijulie_katsel@flake.senate.govl;
kris_kiefer@flake.senate.govikris_kiefer@flake.senate.gov};
matthew_specht@flake.senate.govimatthew_specht@flake.senate.gov};
gina_gormiey@mccain.senate.gov[gina_gormley@mccain.senate.govl;
joe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govijoe_donoghue@mccain.senate.govl;
mark_delich@mccain.senate.govimark_delich@mccain.senate.gov]; Meghan
Kieltyfmeghan_kielty@mccain.senate.govl;
nick_matiella@mccain.senate.govinick_matiella@mccain.senate.gov};
rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov[rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.gov}; Shay
Saucedo[shay_saucedo@mccain.senate.gov}; Blanca Rubio-Varela]blanca.varela@mail.house.gov};
carmen.gallus@mail.house.govicarmen.gallus@mail.house.gov];
ken.montoya@mail.house.goviken.montoya@mail.house.govj;
ron.lee@mail.house.goviron.lee@mail.house.govl;
rick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.govirick_stilgenbauer@mccain.senate.govl;
gina_gormley@mccain.senate.gov[gina_gormley@mccain.senate.govl; Tarallo, Julie
(McCain)[Julie_Tarallo@mccain.senate.govl; Carrillo, Pablo
(McCain)[Pablo_Carrillo@mccain.senate.govj; ifowler@coconino.az.govilfowler@coconino.az.govl;
mayor@cityofpage.orgimayor@cityofpage.org]; rrowley@coconino.az.govirrowley@coconino.az.govl;
petekenatcitty@navajo-nsn.govipetekenatcitty@navajo-nsn.govl;

Judy .Kioski@azdema.gov[Judy.Kioski@azdema.gov]; Alesia Ash[alesia.ash@mail.house.gov]; C.J.
Karamargin[cj.karamargin@mail.house.gov}; Justin Roth[justin.roth@mail.nouse.govl; Kristen
Douglaslkristen.douglas@mail.house.gov}; Pace McMullan[pace.mcmullan@mail.house.govl; Patrick
Ptak{patrick.ptak@mail.house.govl; Clerkin Emerick, Amy[Amy.Emerick@mail.house.gov];
chris.kaumo@mail.house.govichris.kaumo@mail.nouse.govi;
glenn.miller@mail.house.goviglenn.miller@mail.house.govl; Jennifer
Papworth[Jennifer.Papworth@mail.nouse.govl;
jessie.baxter@mail.house.govijessie.baxter@mail.house.govi;
martha.garcia@mail.house.gov[martha.garcia@mail.house.gov];
ruben.reyes@mail.house.gov[ruben.reyes@mail.house.govl; Jeff Smalljjeff. small@mail.house.govi;
michael.mansour@mail.house.gov[michael.mansour@mail.nouse.gov};
penny.pew@mail.nouse.govipenny.pew@mail.house.govj;
tom.vanflein@mail.house.govitom.vanflein@mail.nouse.gov}; Trevor
Pearson[trevor.pearson@mail.house.govj;
adam.deguire@mail.house.goviadam.deguire@mail.house.govl;
chuck.gray@mail.house.govichuck.gray@mail.house.govl;
jon.mchatton@mail.house.govijon.mchatton@mail.house.govl;
lorissa.bounds@mail.house.govilorissa.bounds@mail.house.gov}; Beau
Brunson[beau.brunson@mail.house.govl]; Kevin Knight{kevin.knight@mail.house.gov]; Oliver
Schwabloliver.schwab@mail.house.gov]; David Montes[david.montes@mail.house.govl; Luis
Heredialluis.heredia@mail.house.gov]; Matt Lee[matt.lee2@mail.house.gov]; Pili
Tobar]pili.tobar@mail.nouse.govl; Xenia Ruiz[xenia.ruiz@mail.nouse.gov]; Bobby
Cornett{bobby.cornett@mail.house.govl; dan.hay@mail.house.gov[dan.hay@mail.house.govi; Ellie
Stern[ellie.stern@mail.house.gov}; shari.farrington@mail.house.govshari.farrington@mail.house.govl;
justin.unga@mail.house.govfjustin.unga@mail.nouse.govl; Kendra Leiby[kendra.leiby@mail.house.gov};
Michael Wong[michael.wong@mail.house.gov]; Michelle Davidson[michelle.davidson@mail.house.gov};
alton_garrett@boxer.senate.gov]alton_garrett@boxer.senate.gov};
ameen_khan@boxer.senate.goviameen_khan@boxer.senate.govl;
Caridad_Sanchez@boxer.senate.gov[Caridad_Sanchez@boxer.senate.govl];
Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov[Joshua_Quigley@boxer.senate.gov}; Julissa
Delgadofjulissa_delgado@boxer.senate.gov};
kyle_chapman@boxer.senate.govikyle_chapman@boxer.senate.gov}; Maurice
Lyles[maurice_lyles@boxer.senate.gov};
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sean_moore@boxer.senate.govisean_moore@boxer.senate.gov};
stacey_smith@boxer.senate.gov[stacey_smith@boxer.senate.gov];
tom_bohigian@boxer.senate.govitom_bohigian@boxer.senate.govl;
yvette_martinez@boxer.senate.govlyvette_martinez@boxer.senate.gov}; Zachary
Coile[zachary_coile@boxer.senate.gov]; bill_kratz@feinstein.senate.govibill_kratz@feinstein.senate.gov};
Caitlin Meyer{caitlin_meyer@feinstein.senate.gov}; Callan
Bruzzonelcallan_bruzzone@feinstein.senate.govl;
james_peterson@feinstein.senate.govijames_peterson@feinstein.senate.gov};
john_murray@feinstein.senate.govjjohn_murray@feinstein.senate.govj;
john_watts@feinstein.senate.govijohn_watts@feinstein.senate.govl;
katie_gross@feinstein.senate.govikatie_gross@feinstein.senate.gov}; Kenneth
Rooney[Kenneth_Rooney@feinstein.senate.govl]; Kevin Changlkevin_chang@feinstein.senate.govl;
molly_o'brien@feinstein.senate.govimolly_o'brien@feinstein.senate.gov}, Sabiha
Khan[sabiha_khan@feinstein.senate.gov};
shelly_abajian@feinstein.senate.gov[shelly_abajian@feinstein.senate.govl;
trevor_daley@feinstein.senate.govitrevor_daley@feinstein.senate.govj;
chuck_podolak@flake.senate.govichuck_podolak@flake.senate.govl];
Ernesto_Rodriguez@Heinrich.Senate.Gov[Ernesto_Rodriguez@Heinrich.Senate.Govl; Jared T.
Touchin[jtouchin@navajo-nsn.govl; Arbin Mitchell[arbinmitchell@navajo-nsn.gov]; ninaachester@navajo-
nsn.govininaachester@navajo-nsn.gov}; Charity K. Sam|cksam@navajo-nsn.gov]; Francelia
Johnson[fichnsonopvp@gmail.com]; russellbegaye@navajo-nsn.govirussellbegaye @navajo-nsn.govl;
rmwhitehair@gmail.com[rmwhitehair@gmail.com]; hcleveland@navajo-nsn.govlhcleveland@navajo-
nsn.gov}; ninachester@navajo-nsn.gov[ninachester@navajo-nsn.govy;
rtunie@yahoo.com[rtunie@yahoo.com}; dnrpr@navajo-nsn.govidnrpr@navajo-nsn.govy;
mihiomanus@gmail.com[mihiomanus@gmail.com}; donnbenn@navajo-nsn.govijdonnbenn@navajo-
nsn.gov}; ebranch@nndoj.org[ebranch@nndoj.org}

Cc: Tenley, Clancy[Tenley.Clancy@epa.govl; Russo, Rebecca[Russo.Rebecca@epa.govl;
Snyder, Raquel{Snyder.Raquel@epa.gov]; Levine, Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov}; Distefano,
Nichole[DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov], Gray, David[gray.david@epa.gov}; Zito,
Kelly[ZITO . KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Janifer, Pamela[Janifer.Pamela@epa.gov}, Bowies,
Jack[Bowles.Jack@epa.govl]; Faulk, Libby[Faulk.Libby@epa.gov];, Peterson,
Cynthia[Peterson.Cynthia@epa.gov}; Miullo, Nat{Miullo.Nat@epa.gov]; Higuchi,
Dean[Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov]; Keener, Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.govl]; Blumenfeid,
Jared[BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV]; Harris-Bishop, Rusty[Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov]; Allen,
HarryL[Allen.HarryL@epa.govl]; Manzanilla, Enrique[Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov}; EOC
Liaison[EOC_Liaison@epa.gov}; R8 Documentation Unit

Leader{R08_Documentation_Unit_L eader@epa.gov]; Guria, Peter[Guria.Peter@epa.gov]; Ebbert,
Laura[Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov]; Asher, Jonathan[Asher.Jonathan@epa.gov]; Vaught,
Laura[Vaught.Laura@epa.gov}; Yogi, David[Yogi.David@epa.govl; Tenley,
Clancy[Tenley.Clancy@epa.gov]; Vela, Austin[Vela.Austin@epa.gov}; McGrath,
Shaun{McGrath.Shaun@epa.gov}; Card, Joan[Card.Joan@epa.gov]; Smith,
Paula[Smith.Paula@epa.gov];, Gray, David[gray.david@epa.gov]; Bowles, Jack[Bowles.Jack@epa.gov];
Rupp, MarkiRupp.Mark@epa.gov}; Calvino, Maria Soledad[Calvino.Maria@epa.govl; Ostrander,
David[Ostrander.David@epa.gov]; Stalcup, Dana[Stalcup.Dana@epa.gov}; Williams,
Laurafwilliams.laura@epa.gov}; Smith, Paula[Smith.Paula@epa.gov}; Bassler,
Rachel[Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov]; Cohen, Nancy[Cohen.Nancy@epa.gov]; Levine,
Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov]; Vaught, Laura[Vaught.Laura@epa.gov}; Card,
Joan[Card.Joan@epa.gov]; Distefano, Nichole[DiStefano.Nichole@epa.govl]; Grantham,
Nancy[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov}; Deitz, Randy[Deitz.Randy@epa.gov]; McGrath,
Shaun{McGrath.Shaun@epa.govl}; Lee, Monica[Lee.Monica@epa.gov}; Natarajan,
Nitin[Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov}; Woolford, James[Woolford.James@epa.gov}; Cheatham,
Reggie[cheatham.reggie@epa.gov]; Stanislaus, Mathy[Stanislaus.Mathy@epa.gov]; Hull,
George[Hull. George@epa.gov]; Stalcup, Dana[Stalcup.Dana@epa.govl]; Ostrander,
David[Ostrander.David@epa.gov]; Zito, Kelly[ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Keener,
Bill[Keener.Bill@epa.govl; StClair, Christie[StClair.Christie@epa.gov}; Kao,
Jessica[Kao.Jessica@epa.gov]
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From: Maier, Brent

Sent: Thur 10/15/2015 8:14:37 PM

Subject: Gold King Mine - Statement and Update on Gold King Mine Water Treatment Plant and
Incident Command & Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

GKM System lavout.ipg

IMG_0120.ipg

Dear Colleagues:

The following statement with updates on Gold King Mine Water Treatment Plant and
Incident Command as well as frequently asked questions (FAQs) have been issued
today by the EPA Headquarters press office. | have also attached two images that show
the Gold King Mine System Layout. If you have questions or need any additional
information, please give me a call.

Regards,
Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison
Telephone: 415.947.4256

Gold King Mine Water Treatment Plant About to
Commence Operations

Incident Command closing; EPA regional and headquarters staff assuming
long-term roles

I’'m writing to notify you about two updates regarding the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s response to the Gold King Mine incident. Please let me know if you have any
questions, comments or concerns.

Water Treatment Plant
The EPA announced on Sept. 23 that the agency would install a portable, temporary

water treatment system in Gladstone, CO. The system is intended to continue treating
water discharged from the Gold King Mine during winter 2015-16. This system will
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replace temporary settling ponds constructed by the EPA in August 2015. The transition
to the portable treatment system is necessary as winter temperatures at the mine site
(elevation 10,500 feet) can reach -20F, making it unsafe to manually treat water at the
mine site.

All the major components for the water treatment plant are now on-site. Pipe has been run from
the Gold King Mine treatment ponds down to the Gladstone site. We are now connecting all the
components, and anticipate that water will start flowing on tomorrow (Friday, Oct. 16). It will
then take about a week to fully adjust the treatment system for optimal performance.

Additional details on the water treatment plant and future plans are contained in the
Q&A below. Photos are attached — one with labels, and one without labels.

For the Sept. 23 press release on the water treatment plant, please visit:
hitp://www2 . epa. govigoldkingmine/september-23-2015-epa-announces-gold-king-mine-
water-treatment-system-winter-2015-16

Incident Command

As the field emergency response activities related to the Gold King Mine Spill are now
almost completed and the EPA is transitioning to long term monitoring and assessment,
the Incident Command staff will gradually demobilize and the Incident Command Post in
Durango will close by the end of this month. Regional and Headquarters staff have
already assumed most of the long-term response roles.

The water and sediment impacted by the Aug. 5 Gold King Mine release remain at pre-
event conditions, and construction is nearly complete for a temporary treatment facility
to manage water quality over the winter. The Superfund Removal Program will continue
to work on stabilizing the mine. The Superfund Removal Program and the Office of
Water are now finalizing the Conceptual Monitoring Plan for the Gold King Mine release
and will conduct the first round of sampling this fall.

Regional staff will continue to coordinate with local, state, and tribal nations and conduct
in-person visits to impacted communities to ensure close consultation on these long-
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term efforts. EPA Community Involvement Coordinator Cynthia Peterson will be
periodically on-site in Durango and Silverton, helping to ensure that EPA makes every
effort to maintain a high level of responsiveness to local needs. Should you have any
concerns related to these changes or suggestions for a smooth transition, please feel
free to contact Cynthia at 303-312-6879.

FAQs on the Gold King Mine Water Treatment Plant

Q: Exactly where is the treatment plant going to be installed?

The plant will be installed at the Gladstone, CO command post area, about 10 miles north of
Silverton, CO and the junction of Country routes 110 and 35.

Q: How will the plant treat the toxic wastewater? (i.e. what is the exact process by which
the toxic material will be removed from the water?)

Here is basic technical information provided by the sub-contractor, based on their experience
they are confident that the plant design will achieve:

i _ Discharging treated water from the system will have a neutral pH in the range of
between 6.0 and 9.0 pH units. (pH, or the acidity of a fluid ranges from 0.0 for acid to 14.0 for
caustic fluids and neutral is 7.0)

U Dissolved solids will be reduced by removal of metals and formation of metal
hydrox1de sludge.

U Total solids will be reduced by coagulation, flocculation, and settling through the
clarifier.

U Color is currently caused primarily by iron oxidation, and staining is caused both
by iron and manganese in the mine water forming precipitates on rocks and in sediments. The
treatment process will remove both iron and manganese by more than 90%, reducing the
potential for color.

Q: After treatment, will the water be of high enough quality for drinking?
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This plant is not designed to output drinking quality water; see EPA’s September 23, 2015 press
release for more detail on intent and purpose.

Q: What is the cleanup rate for total and dissolved metals?

We anticipate achieving a metal removal rate at or above 85% of the metals of concern.

Q: When will it start operating?

All the major components for the water treatment plant are now on-site. Pipe has been run from
the Gold King Mine treatment ponds down to the Gladstone site. We are now connecting all the
components, and anticipate that water will start flowing on Friday, Oct. 16. It will then take
about a week to fully adjust the treatment system for optimal performance.

Q: Will the treatment plant address contaminated water spilling from sites other than Gold
King Mine?

Please keep in mind that the water treatment plant is addressing only discharge from Gold King
Mine. It will make some improvement in water quality in Cement Creek, but is not intended to
be a solution to the broader problem of discharging mine in the Upper Animas. Mines in the area
have been releasing contaminated mine wastewater into the environment for decades, and
addressing the situation is a complicated problem. (The Red and Bonita Mine, for example,
continues to discharge at 350 gpm directly into Cement Creek.)

Q: What are the next steps for long-term improvement to the Upper Animas
region?

EPA’s immediate focus has been on getting the temporary treatment system
constructed and operating at the Gold King Mine. Although EPA prepared a draft
Hazard Ranking System (HRS) report for Cement Creek in 2011, significant new
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environmental data has been collected since then that needs to be considered. We
have already compiled significant data on Cement Creek, and we are actively engaged
in discussions with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Bureau
of Land Management and local stakeholders regarding next steps toward long-term
solutions.

Please visit the following links or reach out to the contacts listed below if you have any
questions or need any additional information:

1. On our website hitp:// www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine

2. Through state or local sources: hitp://wwwZ2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/gold-king-mine-
resources-information

3. By calling EPA’s toll-free hotline number: 844-607-9700

4. Or by calling your Regional contact directly.

For Region 8, which includes CO and UT: Rebecca Russo, russo.rebecca@epa.gov,
303-312-6757

For Region 6, which includes NM: David Gray, gray.david@epa.gov, 214-665-8120

For Region 9, which includes AZ, CA, NV and the Navajo Nation: Brent Maier,
maier.brent@epa.gov, 415-947-4256

Regards,

Brent Maier

Congressional Liaison

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Ph: 415.947.4256
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